in every small pet's diet. With so many options

available in the food aisle, choosing one that's
best for your furry family members can be a confusing
and intimidating process for new pet parents and
longtime pet caretakers alike. The following guide is
designed to provide the basic information necessary
to help you choose a food that meets the specific
nutritional needs of your beloved pet.

A healthy, balanced food should be adaily staple
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= For herbivores such as rabbits, guinea
young, growing, pregnant or lactating)

pigs, and chinchillas, a uniform fortified
food should make up 20% of the daily
diet. The majority of the diet (70%) should
come from unlimited fresh grass hay. The
remainder of the diet should come from
fresh greens (89%) and healthy, all-natural
treats (up to 2%).
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Natural Preservatives (Mixed
' Tocopherols, Rosemary Extract)

"No refined sugars (e-g- glucose,

dextrose, sucrose, corm syrup)
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Why Do Small Pets Need Fortified Food?

A measured amount of a uniform, balanced food provides key
vitamins and minerals small pets need to thrive. In the wild, your
pet would consume a variety of plant material each day, receiving
ample amounts of micronutrients (i.e. vitamins and minerals) in the
process. In captivity, it becomes your responsibility as pet parent to
provide these important components of nutrition.

omnivores
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For omnivores such as hamsters,
gerbils, rats, and mice, a uniform
kibble should make up 75% of the
daily diet. The remainder of the
omnivore diet should come from a
mix of fresh veggies, greens, and fruit
(20%) and healthy, all-natural treats
for bonding {up to 5%).

Daily food requirements vary depending on age, species,
and additional factors specific to individual pets. Young,
growing, and pregnant or nursing pets have higher
nutritional requirements and will generally need a
larger quantity of food (or more free access to food) than
mature pets. Always follow the feeding guidelines on your
pet’s specific food package. Consult your veterinarian if you
have questions about how much food your pet should eat.
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